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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)[>3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-18 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 12 March 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Status of Claims 

1 . Claims 1-18 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 8, 14, 16 recite the limitation "the pseudonym ID" in claims 1 5 2 and 3 respectively. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1- 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McNerney (U.S 
20030088441), in view of Felsher (U.S 20020010679). 

As per claims 1-18, Felsher discloses an invention that relates to computerized decision- 
support, data management and patient identification systems for the healthcare industry and more 
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particularly to an automated health care system that provides numerous advantages for the 
patient, the doctor, the hospital and the insurance provider. The invention includes: 

• An interface with computer forms for inputting data (par. 33) 

• Communication interface between doctors, specialists, patients, administrators, 
insurance companies, pharmacies, and laboratories (par. 29) 

• User terminals for inputting data (par. 37). Secure-Encryption and Firewall 
technologies are employed to shield unauthorized access during data transmission and 
storage (par. 29), and authenticating users using smartcard or biometric schemes (par. 
36) 

• User terminal with keyboard (par. 38), and a card reader (par. 39) 

• Fig. 5. shows the different tables of the database (par. 34). The data entered on the tables 
can be arranged in chronological dates or free text, as illustrated by fig. 7 

• The system has links to other databases and systems (par. 44-45). The prior art includes 
data, charts and images from medical records, x-rays, prescriptions, lab reports (par. 
29) 

• Cross-referenced-Information stored in one form would be cross-referenced to the same 
information stored on another form to ensure updated and accurate information 
(checking data for errors) 

• The system includes a patient identity card, which contains data that can identify the 
patient (par. 36, 40). Data can be retrieved from anywhere at any time via the Internet 
preferably with standard Internet browsers such as Microsoft Internet Explorer or 
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Netscape Navigator (par. 29). It is well known in the art that these web sites being access 
have web addresses (pseudonym ID, per par. 10 of applicant's specification) 

McNerney did not explicitly describe a method/system in which the user information is 
anonymous, when selling the user information. However, Felsher describes a method of 
maintaining electronic medical records, comprising the steps of receiving a medical transaction 
record, encrypted with an encryption key relating to a patient association of the file, accessing 
the encrypted medical transaction record according to a patient association; and further 
encrypting the encrypted accessed medical transaction record with an encryption key associated 
with an intended recipient of the medical record. According to Felsher the invention comprises 
of: 

• Data accessed by users of the trusted system are anonymous (page 42, par. 332, 337). 
"Access would be denied if the desired transactional record is particularly sensitive or 
cannot be made anonymous" (par. 295), and "only anonymous summary record 
information is accessible" (par. 332) 

• The transaction or transmission of data takes place in a trusted environment using 
encryption technology (page 31, par. 195). "Access would be denied if the desired 
transactional record is particularly sensitive or cannot be made anonymous" (par. 
295), and "only anonymous summary record information is accessible" (par. 332) 

• Query to access data produces a result, typically based on the entire record, since the 
access rules are typically not applied within the custodian network. The results must 
then be filtered based on the defined rules. As above, the search result may indicate 
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records that are accessible or inaccessible by the recipient, or shield the existence of 
unauthorized records (par. 274) 
• System contains - the database(s), containing individual records, which may be 
encrypted or plain-text; (b) an index, relating content identifier with database 
records, as well as access rules (par. 274). Therefore, when indexing the patient's 
records, the identifier is used, as opposed to the patient's actual identity (par. 276) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to construct a system that employs make user identity anonymous 
during the transaction user medical records. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to implement such system because 
according to Felsher, it would maintain the patient rights to control release of medical 
records (par. 189) due regard to federal and state regulations, while facilitating full and 
appropriate use and transmission of the data (par. 190), by providing a conduit for the 
authorized transmission of medical records, while maintaining the security of the 
records against unauthorized access (par. 194). 

Conclusion 

6. Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts of record in the 
body of this action for the convenience of the applicant. Prior art should be considered in its 
entirety, including disclosures that are not referenced in this office action. 
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7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Harper et al. (US 6651060) - The present invention relates to methods and systems 
for assisting a requester (e.g., an insurer) in rapidly obtaining medical records from a 
medical provider (e.g., a doctor). More particularly, the invention relates to methods . 
and systems that employ a computer network which automatically processes and 
transmits a request and authorization for a medical record from a requestor to a 
provider and which subsequently receives, matches up, and forwards the medical 
record in electronic form to the requester. 

• Westfall (US 20030208382) - The present invention relates generally to the field of 
electronic record keeping. More particularly, the present invention relates to medical 
record keeping with the use of a remote DATA ACCESS DEVICE and a global 
communications system 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Evens Augustin whose telephone number is 571-272-6860. The ' 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8 to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on 571-272-6779. 
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• Westfall (US 20030208382) - The present invention relates generally to the field of 
electronic record keeping. More particularly, the present invention relates to medical 
record keeping with the use of a remote DATA ACCESS DEVICE and a global 
communications system 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Evens Augustin whose telephone number is 571-272-6860. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8 to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on 571-272-6779. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-6584. 
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September 17, 2006 
Art Unit 3621 
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